SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 5th September 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)





  “   C Baker






  “   P Blaine






  “   D Gale





  “   J Gurney






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt






  “   D Sharman






  “   S Sutton
together with two Electors of the Parish and one Member of the Press.
1.  Apologies: for absence had been received from Cllrs Frood, Jaeger, McMurdo, Scott and White.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P34/05)

(a) Prejudicial interests

Cllr Gurney
Agenda item 3
    Planning Application
Member is a near neighbour.

    



    05/01275/FULL


Cllr Sutton
Agenda item 3
    Planning Application
Member owns neighbouring

    



    05/01328/OUT

property.
Cllrs Gurney and Sutton retired from the meeting during consideration of the relevant applications.


Cllr Gurney
Agenda item 17  Sandy Sports and Leisure
Member is Chairman of S.S.L.A.





    Association

Cllr Pettitt
Agenda item 17  Sandy Sports and Leisure
Member is Secretary of S.S.L.A.





    Association

The Chairman asked that Cllrs Gurney and Pettitt remain to answer Members queries during consideration of this item, but they took no part in debate or voting.

(b) Personal interests

There were none.
2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P34/05) (cont)
Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda item 12.

Cllr P Blaine


Cllr D Gale


Cllr J Gurney


Cllr C Osborne


Cllr M Pettitt

PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

14.  Plantscape – Summer Planting Programme 2007 and 2008 (P46/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)That the Town Council accept the offered extension to the contract with Plantscape to provide and maintain planters and beds in the Town at a cost of £12,440.00 per year for the years 2007 and 2008.  

(b) That the Town Council expects the present standard of planting and maintenance to be continued and in some cases improved.
PART 'B' - RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P35/05)

One letter of objection from near neighbours in connection with Application 05/01346/FULL and one letter in connection with Application 05/01328/OUT had been received.  These were summarised by the Deputy Clerk prior to the consideration of the Applications.
(See List Attached)

4. Minutes
 (P36/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th July 2005 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 1st August 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5.  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (Dated 9.6.03) (Minute No: P13/03)  (P37/05)
A meeting with Planners, Twigdens and the Working Group had been arranged for 31.8.05. It was reported that after discussions on the requirements for the area Mr David Lamb from Mid Beds D.C. and the Twigdens representative would draw up a plan to be submitted to Town Council for its approval.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
6.  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (Dated 19.7.04) (Minute No: P27/04)  (P38/05)
The letter received from the Highways Agency was received and considered. After a full discussion it was felt that because of increasing numbers of traffic using the Town’s roads a coherent strategy for the Town in its entirety should be sought, rather than taking a piecemeal approach, which would possibly result in transferring problems from one area to another.

RESOLVED: (a) That the Clerk be requested to write to Beds CC Highways Department asking that representatives attend a forthcoming meeting of the Sandy Forum to discuss a strategy for the Town’s roads.

(b) That all Members of the Town Council not represented on the Forum be invited to attend this meeting.
7. London Road – Rat Running (Dated 11.7.05) (Minute No: P32/05)  (P39/05)

A reply had been received from Beds County Council stating that there were no funds to undertake an investigation into the possible problem in this financial year.  The issue will be put on the list for consideration in the next financial year.  

RESOLVED: That the letter be received and the situation be noted.
8. Planning or Enforcement Appeals - notification from Mid-Bedfordshire District Council (P40/05)

There were none.
9.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions (P41/05)

There were none.
10.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy 




 
(P42/05)

There have been no meetings.
11.  Town Centre Enhancement  (P43/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Centre Partnership held on Wednesday 13th July 2005 which had been previously circulated were considered. The Mayor reported that the scheme was still one and a half weeks behind schedule but that works to the junction of Cambridge Road/High Street were proving to be more extensive than anticipated because of previous poor work.

RESOLVED: (a) That the Minutes be received.

(b) That Jacobs Babtie be requested to publicise the fact that the junction needed more work than anticipated but that the Town Council were delighted that car parking spaces were being made available on the Market Square, despite the continuing works.


12.  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project  (P44/05)

RESOLVED: That the notes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Thursday 18th August 2005, which had been previously circulated, be received.  

SEE ALSO PART II EXEMPT MINUTES

PART “A” RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO: (P44/05)
13.  On Street Parking Enforcement (P45/05)

The information on Parking Enforcement produced by Beds County Council, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.  It was felt that it would be difficult to assess the need for additional hours while the Market Square is not fully functional.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested in due course to produce a report on the pros and cons of paying for extra enforcement hours for consideration by this Committee.

14.  Plantscape – Summer Planting Programme 2007 and 2008 (P46/05)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.



SEE ALSO PART “A” MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 

MINUTE NO (P46/05)


15.  Mid Beds District Council – Gypsy and Traveller Position Statement (P47/05)


The Statement, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the Committee should not make a collective response but that Members should respond as individuals should they so wish.

16.  Sandy Library Opening Hours (P48/05)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.


RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Assistant Director Learning (Libraries) Bedfordshire County Council broadly welcoming the proposals but requesting that the library be open until 7.00pm on at least one evening per week.

17. Sandy Sports and Leisure Association (P49/05)

The letter from Sandy Sports and Leisure Association concerning proposed future management arrangements, which had been previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to write to Mr Roy Waterfield at Mid Beds District Council to confirm that the proposed management arrangements as outlined in the letter would have the support of the Members of the Town Council
18 Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No 15/05) (Dated 6.6.05)
(P50/05)

(a) New Equipment

The Deputy Clerk reported that three contractors have been asked to provide quotations for replacement of the equipment but that these have not yet been received.

(b) Enclosure of Common Land 


SEE PART II EXEMPT MINUTES

PART “A” RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO: (P50/05)


19. Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05)   (P51/05)
SEE PART II EXEMPT MINUTES

PART “A” RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO: (P51/05)
20. Press Release
(P52/05)

RESOLVED: That a press release should be issued in conjunction with Jacobs Babtie regarding the Market Square Enhancement as outlined in Minute No: P43/05
RESOLVED: That Standing Order A1 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council be suspended to enable the meeting to continue beyond 10.30 pm.
RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE.

ALSO: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 8/9 AND 12 (A) AND (B)) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAY CONCERN “ANY TERMS PROPOSED TO BE INCURRED BY THE AUTHORITY UNDER ANY PARTICULAR CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES” AND IT MAY CONCERN “ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES” AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.



THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”
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